CAM ARAL tepoate 


AUGUST 1997 


EXCURSION - NEWS SHEET 


Meeting: Aug 1 Ms J Johnson : Flower Photography 

Meeting: Sep 5 Mr T Barlow : Eastern Barred Bandicoot 

Excursion: Aug 3 Photography workshop (bring own =. 
equipment and film) 19° bee R shop cm 

Excursion: Sep 7 Creswick State Forest : Creswick FNC 


President: Mr G Binns Meetings are held at the Art Building, 

Secretary: Mr L Fink School of Mines and Industries, Lydiard St 

Treasurer: Mr J Gregurke South, commencing at 7.30 pm. 

Editor: Mr A Dyson Excursions commence from the comer of 
Sturt and Armstrong Sts., Ballarat, at 9.30 

Postal Adress: am for full-day excursions or at 1.30 pm 


PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. for half-day excursions. 


FIELD REPORTS 


Avis Barlow - an increasing number of wallabies visiting her garden at 
Mount Helen. 


Alan Morrison - a dead koala found at the northern side of Winter 
Swamp. (The eucalypt forest at the back of the swamp may explain its 
presence in the area). Alan displayed a dead water rat he had seen 
around Windmill Drive - the second water rat he has seen in this area. At 
Point Lonsdale - many silvereyes seen. 


Brian Andrews - Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos seen with many 
displaying a lot of yellow including one completely yellow bird. (Not the 
first reporting of a yellow cockatoo in the district apparently). 


Frank Harrap - a very close sighting of a Bassian Thrush (formerly called 
the Australian Ground Thrush) on the edge of a group of melaleucas. A 
male Brown Goshawk taking a blackbird very close to the house. 


Helen Burgess - White Goshawk reportedly seen in at least two areas of 
Ballarat. 


Maurice Pilbeam - Sulphur-crested Cockatoos very active around 
Norman Street. Their food supply limited in the winter months and these 
birds were feeding on the buds of deciduous trees. 


Alison Pilbeam - at Langi Ghiran - Sulphur-crested Cockatoos chasing 
(very noisly) a Wedge-tailed Eagle. Also noted near the picnic area at 
Langi Ghiran - the fencing off of a very large and dead tree. The general 
opinion was the tree possibly provided excellent nesting opportunities 
and needed extra protection. 


Lyndsay Fink - Lyndsay produced a White-tailed Spider (dead) for us to 
view. On a recent visit to the Myall Lakes he had seen many dingoes by 
the roadsides. Lyndsay also spoke of his visit to the Mount Toma 
Botanic Gardens and the work being done there with the Wollemi Pine 
(see Lyndsay’s report on page) 
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_ DIARY DATES f 


Friday 22 August - excursion to Mollongip and Creswick Creek. Meet at 

Creswick Plaza car park, Creswick Road side at 10 am. — 7 Mt m, 
Ma lun £ : 

Wednesday 27 August - Committee Meeting at 

(Greg Binns) at 7.30 pm. 


29 September - 5 October - VFNCA Skills Workshop at Rowsley (north 
Brisbane Ranges). Details from Pat Murphy. 


47 - 19 October - WVFNCA ‘Campout” hosted by Donald History and 
Natural History Society. 


we need your help with FUNGIMAP 


FUNGIMAP is the Australian Fungi Mapping Scheme which aims to undertake the 
first detailed mapping of the distribution and spread of certain species of fungi in 
Australia. Since very little information has been published on Australian Fungi, the 
records collected will form the base-line data for Australian fungi. From this, it will be 
possible to gather basic distribution data to publish as maps, to look at the factors that 
determine distribution, and the effects of, for example, land degradation on the 
conservation of fungi. 


To date there are 50 target species (see enclosed list) for which we need records. 
These records will then be entered on a data base, which will provide the information 
for the mapping of the different species. All the species are common and widespread 
and the first phase of FUNGIMAP is concerned with every sighting. It is envisaged 
that in subsequent phases we will look at the rare species. 


Now, however, more volunteers are needed to record the 50 ‘target’ fungi, and we are 
appealing particularly to members of Field Naturalist Clubs who have the interest, 
expertise, and often old records of the fungi that we are targeting. 


1. The species name 
2. Locality - state, location and grid reference - 
lat/long are preferred or 
Australian Grid References (on Topographic maps, country directories, etc), 
please include the Zone (eg 55 Melbourne, 54 Portland), and ALL the 
numbers at the edges of the map including the tiny ones (eg 369 and 
3801; these squares can then be divided into 10, so that the completed 
reference might read 3695/58013); or 
Melways (or other state directories) references. These also show the 
Australian Grid references, in a different square arrangement to their 
own grids; . 
3. Habitat - in soil, on wood, on dung, in grass, on track, on tree (dead/alive) etc. 
4. Date seen - if the records are historic, the month and year or even just the year is 
sufficient. 
5. Other information - nearest tree species, 
surrounding vegetation (open woodland, rainforest, 
suburban garden etc.). 
altitude (this is relevant for some species, eg Aseroe 
rubra 


To help with identification, please send photographs, if possible, or drawings and a 
description, with the first record of a particular species. The description should include 
cap size, colour, texture; stem length, colour, texture; gill colour, spacing; spore print 
colour; smell; and any other relevant details. Please mention if you would like your 
photos returned, otherwise they will be filed with your records. 


We are building up a good collection of records from the Melbourne Metropolitan and 
immediate area and the Australian Alps, but we are desperately short of records from 
most other areas. 


When you send in your record you will automatically be included in the mailing list for 
the FUNGIMAP Newsletter. If you haven’t seen any of the target species, but would 
still like to receive the Newsletter, please drop us a line. 
Australian Fungi Mapping Scheme 


“FUNGIMAP OF VICTORIA" PROJECT 
. C/- FNCV, 1 Gardenia Street 
a. BLACKBURN VIC 3130 


1997 LIST 


As from April, 1997, the FUNGIMAP target species are the eight original species, along with a further 
42 species, taking the list of target species to 50. We have chosen species which are illustrated in 
Bruce Fuhrer’s Field Companion to Australian Fungi so that there is a ready source of high quality 
illustrations for all species. A second update of 50 species will be produced when further illustrations 
become available. The list will eventually be expanded to also cover some rare species. 4 


Records of all target species from all parts of Australia, recent or old, are requested. Some of 
the additional species are not so distinctive as the original eight species and some recorders may 
wish to limit themselves to the more obvious species. Remember to indicate if you are in any doubt 
about the identification of a record, and In such cases it is best to send a photo. 


ORIGINAL EIGHT (illustrated in FUNGIMAP 
colour brochure - in addition, all species except 
Amanita muscaria and Battarraea stevenii are 
illustrated in Bruce Fuhrer’s Field Companion to 
Australian Fungi (published by FNCV). Numbers 
in brackets are page numbers in Fuhrer’s book. 


Macrotyphula juncea (in Field Companion | 
as Clavariadelphus) (85) | 
Marasmius oreades (55) | 
Microporus xanthepus (118) 
Morchella elata/conica (in Field 
Companion as Morchella sp.) (151) 


Mucronella pendula (in Field Companion 
as Myxomycidium pendulum) (90) 
Mycena austrororida (57) 
Mycoacia subceracea (109) 
Neolentinus dactyloides (in Field Com- 
panion as Lentinus terrestris) (52) 
Oudemansiella radicata (67) 
Panus fasciatus (in Field Companion as 
Lentinus fasciatus) (51) 
Piptoporus australiensis (119) 
Piptopotus maculatissimus (121) 
Podaxis pistillaris (100) 
Podoserpula pusio (132) 
Poronia ericii (in Field Companion as 
P. punctata) (158) 
Pseudohydnum gelatinousm (142) 
Schizophyllum commune (76) 
Tremella fuciformis (138) 
Tremella mesenterica (140) 
Vibrissea bicolor (154) 
Volvariella speciosa (77) 


Amanita muscaria 

Amanita xanthocephala (21) 
Aseroe rubra (102) 
Battarraea stevenii 
Dermocybe austroveneta (31) 
Mycena interrupta (59) 
Omphalina chromacea (62) 
Omphalotus nidiformis (70) 


ADDITIONS MARCH 1997 


For this first updated list, all species are illustrated 
in Bruce Fuhrer’s Field Companion). 


Agaricus xanthodermus (15) 
Amauroderma rude (113) 
Anthurus archeri (102) 
Ammillaria luteobubalina (22) 
Ascocoryne sarcoides (144) 
Banksiamyces macrocarpa (146) 
Boletellus obscurecoccineus (80) 
Calostoma fuscum (94) 
Cordyceps gunnii (154) 
Cordyceps hawkesii (155) 
Cortinarius austroalbidus (in Field Companion 
as C. albidus) (29) 
Cortinarius radicatus (34) 
Cortinarius rotundisporus (36) 
Cyttaria gunnii (147) 
Fistulina hepatica (116) 
Gymnopilus pampeanus (45) 
Hericium clathroides (108) 
Hygrophorus lewellinae (48) 


All administrative and general enquiries to: 


leodictyon gracile (in Field Companion as 
Clathrus cibarius) (101/104) 
Leotia lubrica (150) 


John Julian, 
PO BOX 178, Bright, Victoria 3741. 
Telephone (03) 5750 1795. 


Lepista nuda (52) 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND SPECIMENS 


Forty-eight of the target species are illustrated in Bruce Fuhrer’s book A Field 
Companion to Australian Fungi. This book can be purchased for $19.95 + $4.50 
packing & postage. A Colour Sheet of the 8 preliminary target species is available for 
$5.00 including postage. 


Both of the above items can be obtained from FUNGIMAP, at the above address, and 
all cheques should be crossed and made payable to FNCV. 


Further information can be obtained from the National Herbarium of Victoria at the 5 
above address, 
or on the FUNGIMAP Home page: _http://calcite.apana.org.au/fungimap 


JULY Excursion Reports 


Excursion - 6 July. The morning session was spent at the Australian 
Nature Education Centre in Mair Street East, Ballarat where members 
were treated to a most informative tour by Alan Henderson. Initially Alan 
provided an excellent ‘teaching’ segment with ‘hands on’ experience with 
python, Bearded Dragon and frog. This was followed by examination of 
the varying habitat displays and the exhibits of arthropods and 
vertebrates - all providing excellent viewing and activity. We commend 
Alan and his wife the development of the centre and for the fine work 
they are doing in cultivating interest in natural history in young people. 


Luncheon was taken by the handsome Tasmanian blue gum, opposite 
the Nature centre - on Bakery Hill, before moving on to the northern 
section of the Canadian Forest. Time was spent on a number of short 
walks to survey the status of the forest reserve on this section which is in 
close proximity to the eastern urban area of Ballarat. In spite of the dry 
season a good number of plant species were detected - including 
prostrate wattles, common heath, tall greenhoods, flax lily, ivy leaf violet, 
beard heath and extensive stands of cherry ballart. In that section die- 
back, through cinammon fungus in Xanthorrea was not extensive. 


Excursion - 16 July © Six members took part in the first mid-month field 
excursion, scheduled following expressions of interest by members. In 
bracing mid-winter weather the group travelled to Lal Lal to check the 
anchor plant project site on the Lal Lal Creek. After some weeding, a 
count revealed 52 healthy plants surviving from the 70 plantings in the 
club's Australian Bicentenary Project in 1989-90. The close poa tussock 
growth continues to provide good protection for the plants. A walk along 
the northern bank of the creek downstream from the Lal Lal Falls 
provided some most enjoyable landscape and some interesting sightings 
of indigenous shrubs including Hymenanthera and Bursaria spinosa in 
good numbers. 


After refreshments in the shelter of the Lal Lal Falls Reserve the party 
headed homeward in the early afternoon. 
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“DUNG HUNTERS” 


In the FUNGIMAP Newsletter you may have noticed that DUNG HUNTERS are also 
wanted! A new series of books is being written about Australian Fungi - the next one 
will be about fungi found on Australian dung. This study is being done by a New 
Zealander - so the dung has to be dried, packaged and sent over to New Zealand. 


We require collections of native herbivore dung (e.g. kangaroo, wallaby, quokka, 
wombat, possum etc.), and dried, of course. Each dung collection should be put into a 
separate bag. The amount collected should fill two small film canisters or thereabouts. 


Please do not send carnivorous dung. 


When you get home air dry it - put the lumps of dung onto a dry paper towel or two, 
then into an open cardboard box. This can be put onto a high shelf and left for a week 
or two (until very light and dry) (It doesn’t smell!). Make sure the samples are clearly 
labelled and kept separate from one another. The label should include: 

NAME of collector 

DATE of collection “ 

PLACE of collection (eg WA, Cowaramup, X km S of Bunbury), Post code (if 
known), Grid ref (lat/long, to nearest minute, or Australian Map Grid reference), 
Altitude (if known) 

HABITAT (e.g. forest, farmland, roadside, walking track, sand dunes etc.) 
HABITAT VEGETATION (eg Eucalypts, Kari, Jarra etc) 

DUNG FROM WHAT ANIMAL (eg if species is not known, use general description 
e.g. Kangaroo, bird, bandicoot, possum, lizard etc.) 


When the dung is dried, place in a paper bag, folded at the top and stapled, together 
with the information label attached to the outside of the bag. 


SEND TO: FUNGIMAP DUNG SURVEY, Dr Tom May, National Herbarium of 
Victoria, Birdwood Avenue, South Yarra, Victoria 3141. 


Telephone: (03) 9830 4795 : Fax (03) 9877 9860 


A joint project by the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria; the National Herbarium of Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens 
and the School of Aquatic Science and Natural Resources Management, Deakin University. 
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WOllemia nobilis. 
ne Wollemi National Park occupies almost 500,000 


hectares. It is an extremely rugged terrain, the 
fertility of the soil has discouraged exploitation 
and the area is mostly undisturbed. 

The sandstone massif is criss-crossed with many 
hundreds of narrow canyons, some only a few.metres 
wide and hundreds of metres deep, the ridges and 
canyon walls carry a light cover of dry sclerophyl 
woodland and shrubland, dominated by Hucalyptus 
species, the floors of these canyons carry a diff- 
erent vegetation, with a gallery of warm temper ate 
rainforest, coachwood and sassafras are common. 

It is in such a site as this the Wollemi pines 
occupied, as a slender emergent above the canopy 
in 1995. This is only 150 Km from Sydney. 

The female cone has many similarities to AGATHIS 
whereas leaf form has similarities with AUKICARIAS 

It is the ancient group AURICARCEAE, which takes 
it's name from the Auraco region in the Andes of 
Chile and Argentine. 

This ancient group has only two members in it's 
family, Auricarias and Agathis which reached it's 
maximum diversity during the Jurasic and the end 
of the Cretacious between 200 and 65 million 
years ago. ; 

The interest shown in this plant has not been 
seen since the early 1940's when Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides, Dawn Kedwood, was found. 

It is a rare plant fully protected, there are 
less than 40 of these trees, some are believed to 
be up to 1,000 years old. : ; 

They were found by Ranger Noble, hence Wollemi 
nobilis. Wollemi is an aboriginal word neaning 
"look around you" or"watch out’. 
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